Encouraging Your Child to Become an
Independent Reader

Preview (flip through) the book before the first read, to make sure your child
knows what the text is about.

Let your child take control of the book — always let them hold it and turn the
pages themselves.

Get them to have a go at difficult words, rather than jumping in with the
answer — children will become reliant on this instead of trying the word for
themselves.

When working out a difficult word together, put your finger under the first
letter in the word. This way, your child will know where to look first in the
word, moving along the word to the right each time.



Get your child to sound out any words that can be attempted using their
phonics skills. Help them to blend the word back together if needed.

Don’t forget to look at the pictures. Talk about what is happening and ask
your child questions so that they gain understanding.

If your child makes a mistake that doesn’t make sense in the sentence, go
back to it and ask them “Does it sound right?”

Ask your child two or three questions about the book when they read to you
and you read to them.

If you seem like you are enjoying the book, your child is more likely to enjoy
it, too.

Enjoy reading with your child, it can be a really enjoyable and valuable
experience, have fun.




